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From the Editor 
Karyl Steinpatz 

 

Busily thinking about it, I�ve come to the con-
clusion that often people just don�t realize how 
complicated a job it is to keep an organization 
functioning smoothly. It isn�t that people don�t 
care, it�s just that if one isn�t in a position of 
responsibility, such as running a program or 
chairing an event, the tremendous amount of 
planning and work that goes into that program-
ming and chairing just is not noticed. Take for 
instance our Historical Society and our Pioneer 
Museum. They hum right along because many 
people work so hard to keep us humming. But 
does everyone know who these workers are? 
Who, for instance, are the members of the 
fundraising committee which raises the cash to 
buy the artifacts and pay the expenses on the 
museum? Keep turning these pages, read care-
fully, and you will find out. If you�re not al-
ready involved in a program, well hey! Your 
offer to help will be gladly accepted. 
     Spring is here! Today I saw a small herd of 
seven deer leap the moat circling the edge of 
the lake and mince their way across the ice to 
what must be their summer playground on the 
other side. Then what to my wondering eyes 
should appear but an otter surfacing with a fish 
in its mouth. The first heron of the year 
cranked its way by overhead. Robins landed on 
our now snow-free lawn. And my bedroom 
window is wide open every night so I won�t 
miss the first call of our returning loons.    
     The arrival of spring means that work will 
soon be starting on the setting-up of displays in 
the interior of the Pioneer Museum; the minor 
construction jobs still in abeyance will be in 
full swing and C&DHS members will be doff-
ing parkas and wielding shovels as the tem-
perature rises and the earth thaws enough for 
gardening to begin on the museum grounds.  
      Another great summer of fun and activities 
awaits us and I can�t wait for it to start. See 
y�all there! .DU\O  
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Tidbits From the Board 
 

M embers and Board have turned their thoughts 
in recent months toward the publishing field.  
Three possible projects are enticing: the re-
working and republishing of the 1978 book, 
Unto These Hill s, the re-issuing of The Oxen 
and the Axe (4th edition), and a sequel to The 
Oxen and the Axe. 
     We have had many enquiries about the 
availabil ity of Unto These Hill s, and have de-
cided to investigate the possibil ity of reworking 
it, adding some new material and upgrading the 
photos which were in the first edition.  Modern 
technology offers a great opportunity to im-
prove the quality of photos, and it seems a 
shame not to take advantage of that. 
     The fourth edition of  The Oxen and the Axe 
is nearly sold out, with only about 100 copies 
remaining.  As we have been sell ing up to 50 
copies a year for the last couple of years, with 
no signs of a slow-down, it’s time to do another 
edition.  This has to be a Canadian best seller! 
     As we collect more stories and photos about 
the past, we will need a destination, other than 
archives, to circulate this information.  The ob-
vious answer is a “Part Two” for The Oxen and 
the Axe, so that too is under consideration. 
     If you have any thoughts about any of these 
projects, or have experience with publishing, or 
would like to contribute in any way, please call 
one of us, or send us an e-mail.  We would be 
happy to have your input!  
     A display in honour of the 60th anniversary 
of the end of World War Two is being contem-
plated for this coming summer in the museum.  
Many members have artifacts which they will 
loan for such an exhibit.  If you have anything 
you would like to loan or donate, please let us 
know. 
     As we prepare for another museum season, 
thought turn to the success of 2004, and hopes 
for a repeat are strong.  Now if we could just 
get visitors out without all the rain of last sum-
mer, we would have a winning formula! 
     Members of the Historical Society are 
highly highly recommending a visit to “The 
Smiling Wilderness” restaurant in Napanee, af-

Genealogy Tip 
 

A lmost every pioneer family in Ontario must 
have a connection somewhere in their tree to 
a United Empire Loyalist who moved into the 
province or married into a family already 
here. There are some wonderful web-sites for 
studying this fascinating aspect of Canadian 
history. Enter “United Empire Loyalists” in 
Google and you will get nearly 28,000 hits 
with information anywhere from how to ap-
ply for your UEL Society membership to the 
muster rolls of every member of the colonial 
militia. Beware of sites put up there by our 
‘neighbours’ to the south; you will not get the 
full unbiased story. 

after their visit there for lunch in February.  
Excellent food, good service and interesting 
surroundings.  Be sure to visit their gift and 
antique shop upstairs.  Worth the drive!! 
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